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Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 
 

 2013-15 
Actuals 

2015-17 
Leg Approved Budget 

2017-19 
Governor's Budget 

General Fund $4,040,945 $4,246,695 $5,014,888 

Lottery Funds 0 0 0 

Other Funds 7,732,500 6,207,283 6,889,278 

Federal Funds 4,370,000 5,465,149 5,817,809 

Other Funds (Nonlimited) 0 0 500,000 

Federal Funds (Nonlimited) 0 0 0 

Total Funds $16,143,445  $15,919,127  $18,221,975  

Positions 50 42 43 

Full-time Equivalent 49.16 41.16 42.92 
 

OVERVIEW 

Established in 1937, the Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI) contributes 
to the safety and prosperity of Oregonians through the collection and dissemination of geoscientific 
information and prudent regulation. Growing awareness of Oregon’s geologic risks has increased 
demand for geoscientific information. Oregon is a state of varied geologic conditions, diverse geologic 
resources and one confronted by a range of geologic hazards. Geologic conditions coupled with 
population growth expose an increasing number of Oregonians to recurrent landslides and flooding, 
along with the prospect of tsunamis and the threat of an earthquake in the Cascadia subduction zone. 
Growing recognition of Oregon’s geologic risk is evidenced in the Oregon Resilience Plan and calls for 
seismic retrofitting of public buildings.  

The Department has two program areas: 

The Geologic Survey and Services Program produces geologic information in partnership with state, 
federal and local governmental natural resource and planning agencies. These geologic maps and reports 
inform the development of policy effecting the use of our lands and waters, guide responsible mineral 
development and mitigate risk of loss due to geologic hazards 

The Mineral Land Regulation and Reclamation Program is the lead regulator for geologic resources (oil, 
gas, geothermal energy, metallic and industrial minerals and sand and aggregate). 

GOVERNOR’S BUDGET 

The Governor’s Budget is $18.2 million total funds, which is a 14 percent increase from the 2015-17 
Legislatively Approved Budget, in part, because it continues information technology investments made 
during a 2015-17 meeting of the Emergency Board. The budget also invests in increased lidar data 
acquisition and information technology as well as staff that will allow the department to both secure the 
valuable data it analyzes and share it with other agencies, universities and the public.   
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Lidar is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a pulsed laser to measure ranges (variable 
distances) to the earth. These light pulses—combined with other data recorded by the airborne system—
generate precise, three-dimensional information about the shape of the earth and its surface 
characteristics. Lidar data not only enables advanced analysis of the risk of landslides and of tsunami and 
flood inundation, it also facilitates land use planning and natural resource management. Additional lidar 
data will further the implementation of the Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds and other 
conservation strategies, through the collection of baseline data on environmental conditions at a 
landscape scale.  

The agency will continue to systematically inventory, map exposure to, and perform risk analyses for 
river and coastal flooding hazards using the latest science and state of the art mapping techniques. To 
address post-disaster resilience in the event of a Cascadia Subduction Zone earthquake, the agency will 
continue to identify landslide potential along lifeline routes (roads that are essential to delivering 
supplies, equipment and help to impacted communities). Steps can be taken to mitigate the landslide 
potential, ensuring these routes remain open in the aftermath of a natural disaster.  

REVENUE SUMMARY 

DOGAMI relies on a combination of General Fund, Other Funds and Federal Funds revenue sources. 
General Fund is used within the Geologic Survey program for much of the agency’s administration and to 
deliver program services. Historically, 10 to 15 percent of Federal Funds revenue within the Geological 
Survey program was derived from grants requiring matching General Fund dollars. Other Funds revenue 
is derived from contracts, metal and aggregate mining fees and gas and oil fees.  

The Governor’s Budget establishes a Nonlimited Other Fund appropriation to house the Strong Motion 
Instrument Fund. The Fund, which receives payments from building developers in seismically sensitive 
areas, will be used to purchase and place seismometers inside buildings that serve as an early warning of 
an earthquake.   

AGENCY PROGRAMS 

Geologic Survey and Services Program 
The Geologic Survey and Services Program gathers geoscientific data and maps mineral resources and 
hazards. The program has prioritized geographic areas needing tsunami hazard mapping, landslide 
hazard studies, flooding hazard studies and earthquake risk mapping. The information is shared with 
state and local policy-makers for land use planning, facility siting, building code and zoning changes as 
well as emergency planning. Geologic Survey program staff are comprised of geologists, 
geomorphologists, engineers and GIS analysts. The program also includes administrative staff that 
support the agency. 

The Geologic Survey program integrates field data with published studies, aerial photos and lidar in 
order to model, interpret and map the geography of risk and resilience. Combining hazard mapping with 
information about communities and built infrastructure, enables an assessment of the risk of future 
natural disasters. This information is essential for designing effective and affordable measures for the 
mitigation of risk and for education and outreach activities that build a culture of preparedness and more 
resilient communities. The Governor's stabilizes lidar assessment staff by making them permanent 
positions. 
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Mineral Land Regulation and Reclamation Program 
The Mineral Land Regulation and Reclamation Program administers the Mined Land Regulation Act 
(1972) for the state and regulates mineral, aggregate, oil and gas, and geothermal exploration, extraction 
and development. In addition, DOGAMI has an agreement with the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality to implement the federal Clean Water Act General Stormwater Permit and the 
State Water Pollution Control Facility Permit programs at aggregate mine sites. The dual goals of the 
permitting programs are: to eliminate or minimize to the greatest extent possible, the environmental 
impacts of mineral development on-site and off-site during the life of the project using conditioned 
operating permits; and guarantee through security bonding and reclamation plans that the disturbed 
area will be reclaimed to an approved secondary beneficial use at the end of mining. This division also 
includes the Mineral Land Regulation and Reclamation Program, which is a field-oriented regulatory 
program working with the industry and the public to minimize impacts of natural resource development 
and optimize opportunities for reclamation. The program works to identify and mitigate potential 
violations and environmental impacts before resorting to costly enforcement actions and mine site 
downtimes. The Governor's Budget for this program maintains existing services.


